MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING of the BOARD OF TRUSTEES of the
CATERPILLAR TRAIL PUBLIC WATER DISTRICT of WOODFORD
COUNTY ILLINOIS on May 11, 2026, at 7:00 PM, via GoTo and at 
404 TEN MILE CREEK ROAD, EAST PEORIA, IL 61611-9240


CALL TO ORDER 
[bookmark: _t2x5kz3yps3y]
Chairwoman Cushing called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm, noting a Quorum was present.

ROLL CALL / ATTENDEES

Physically present – Chairwoman Cushing, Anna Doyle, Greg Long, Shane Russell, Josh Zulu, John Bellisario, Jason Howard, Lori Hanson, Dan Schmidt (arrival 7:32)
via Teleconference – Angie Keil
Excused – Christine Slagel
Guest(s) – 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

With Jason Howard retiring from his board position, Chairwoman Cushing will make an announcement at the Chamber of Commerce meeting that we are seeking a board member. 
An annual meeting is scheduled with Acrisure on May 19 to discuss insurance for the water plant. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jason Howard moved to approve the April, 2026 Minutes; seconded by Josh Zulu.
Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

LEAK ADJUSTMENT(S) 

A leak adjustment was approved at 287 Old Germantown Road. The property has been vacant since September 2025 and a leak was undetected that began in November 2025. Total amount approved is approximately $80.00.

DISTRICT BILLING REPORT  
                                                                                                                                                                                           
	MONTH
	# of BILLS processed
	# of GALLONS
	WATER billed
	LOAN SERVICE billed
	PENALITIES billed
	GRAND TOTAL

	February
	2,045
	9,497,280
	$134,693.23
	$10,210.17
	$1,493.23
	$147,396.63

	March
	2,045
	7,765,320
	$117,508.85
	$10,191.68
	$1,946.42
	$129,646.95

	April
	2,045
	8,641,199
	126,119.16
	$10,206.66
	$1,747.68
	$138,073.50



FINANCIAL REPORTS


TRANSACTION LIST BY VENDORS / BILLS PAID   

Shane Russell reviewed the reports briefly, noting no remarkable transactions.

No objections regarding the April expenses of $111,944.55

Lori Hanson moved to approve the bills paid in April: seconded by John Bellisario. Motion passed unanimously.

[bookmark: _2d8vsnnc2r83]
BALANCE SHEET / PROFIT & LOSS / CASH FLOW

The C/R for April was 1.59. 

Net Income for April was $25,253.85. Cash flow balance at the end of April was $910,781.98.

FY 26/27 Draft Budget
Shane Russell presented the board with a proposed budget for FY 26/27. At the June meeting it can be finalized. It was suggested to move ahead with two additional auto flushers for this year in addition to the two auto flushers previously purchased in the 2026 budget. The budget will also include a project for a lightning mitigation system.  

Josh Zulu moved to approve financial reports as presented; seconded by Jason Howard.  
Motion passed unanimously.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS

Greg Long shared the April usage numbers in the table below. 

USAGE REPORT 
	MONTH
	# of GALLONS PUMPED
	BACTERIAL TEST
	FLUORIDE LEVEL (Target 0.6-0.8)
	HARDNESS GRAINS per GALLON

	February
	8,941,000
	OK
	.791
	3.6

	March
	9,238,000
	OK
	.751
	3.7

	April
	9,914,000
	OK
	.718
	3.7



PLANT OPERATIONS UPDATE

The operations plant’s computer firewall  is becoming obsolete and replacement firewalls are being investigated. Two options are possible: either a monthly service plan; or purchase firewall outright with a three year service contract receiving one free year of service with years two and three requiring service fees. Greg is determining the best option and will make a recommendation.




TOWER CLEANING BID PACKET

The water tower in Germantown Hills was last cleaned in 2020.  Greg Long plans to send out bid packets to prospective vendors by the middle of May. Bids will be due by June 23 at 11:00 am. Cleaning is to be completed in 2026.

SOLAR ARRAY STATUS

Greg Long reported the solar panels installation will begin this week. The date the project will be completed and panels will become operational has not been determined. 

OLD BUSINESS

Homefield Energy Electric Supply Rate
Homefield Energy Electric has proposed a supply rate at an acceptable fixed price for one year. It was noted that there are some wells that are supplied using Constellation Energy.

New Billing System Update
Angie Keil shared that the implementation is still underway and  the system will need an additional few weeks of work from CUSI before being implemented. 


Billing Statements
Payment Obligation Statement: Chairwoman Cushing spoke with Attorney Heiple and it is not needed on the bill. The statement of payment obligation is on the Caterpillar Trail Website. 

Feedback for New Paper Bills: 
In the interest of streamlining the amount of detailed information printed on each bill and reducing printing costs,  information on the current bills such as the payment obligation statement will be removed but still available on the website. The board supports this decision, and Angie will bring a mock-up of a new billing statement in the next few months for the board to review.

NEW BUSINESS

PFAS Litigation Class Action Suit:  This involves an ongoing litigation for forever chemicals found in public water sources.  Attorney Heiple was consulted and stated that it doesn’t appear there is any downside for the Water District to register by the July 12, 2026 deadline.  If the Water District registers to be part of the class, there is no guarantee of payment, but without registration, the Water District could never receive a part of any available settlement proceeds in the event the District incurs testing and treatment costs for the presence of these forever chemicals At this time no PFAS have been detected in CTPWD’s water supply.  The board will vote at the June meeting  to authorize Greg Long to register for the PFAS Cost Recovery Litigation Suit.   

BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

None

ADJOURNMENT

Lori Hanson moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:13 pm; seconded by Jason Howard.  
Motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING

Monday, June 8, 2026, at 7:00pm. Please call or email Chairwoman Cushing or Angie to be excused if you’re unable to attend.
                                                                                                                                                                   	A.Doyle  
												Board Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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